1.  MOS 4503 Visual Information Officer
    SPONSOR: LtCol Sean Hays
  


    PHONE:   703-614-1494



    DSN:     n/a
2.  DUTIES PERFORMED:  The Visual Information Officer is the 45XX Occupational Field (OccFld) technical subject matter expert (SME) in still and video imagery; graphic layout and design; high-volume printing; imagery software and equipment; multiple communication platforms and formats; and written communication in support of operations, training and recruiting.  Typical duties include, but are not limited to: advising commanders and Communication Strategy and Operations (CommStrat) Officers on product concept development; providing technical expertise for imagery acquisition (photography and videography), graphic layout and design, illustration, production, printing, command print management, and distribution; participating in operational and Service planning; supporting communication planning; developing annexes and appendices to operations orders; serving as the visual information SME to Information Operations cells; assisting in the development of training and employment plans to support mission essential tasks; audio/visual contract management, and managing OccFld Marines in all aspects of imagery acquisition and production.  The Visual Information Officer may serve in the capacity of the Communication Strategy and Operations Officer in his or her absence.  Specific visual information requirements that these officers must be able to direct assets and personnel in support of are: Information Operations (IO), Military Information Support Operations (MISO), capabilities linked to Information Environment Operations, training Marines and garrison support activities. 
3.  REQUIRED SCHOOLS:  PMOS Assigned must have attended the appropriate entry and career-level OccFld School.  All Visual Information Officers will attend the Combat Camera Leadership Course (CCLC) and Public Affairs Qualification Course.
4.  DESIRABLE SCHOOLS:
CID A18DCA2 Public Affairs Qualification Course (all)

CID A18DCG2 Intermediate Public Affairs Specialist Course (MOS 4341)

CID A18KCU2 Intermediate Videography (MOS 4671, 4691)
CID A18A412 Combat Camera Leadership Course (all)
CID A18M6N2 Visual Information Management Course (all)
CID A1843E2 Intermediate Photojournalism Course (MOS 4341, 4641, 4691)
CID A18T4Z2 Digital Multimedia Course (all)

CID C244661 Advanced Photojournalism (all)

CID C2446P1 Advanced Motion Media (all)

CID N03F2G1 Intermediate MAGTF IO Practitioner (MOS 4691)
CID N03L9M1 Information Operations Fundamentals (all)
CID A14M8D2 Contracting Officer Representative (MOS 4341, 4691) 

5.  DESIRED EXPERIENCE:  A progressive assignment history showing upward movement in career billets to include OPFOR time, Support Establishments and when possible staff assignments to Command elements.  The Marine’s record should show a background that reflects MOS credibility and extensive experience in the Comunication Strategy and Operations OccFld (formerly Combat Camera and Public Affairs). Leadership billets that show supervisory billets highly recommended.  Selects must be PME complete for grade.  Marines that have made lateral moves to Communication Strategy and Operations must have at least 5 years of experience in one of the following MOS’s (45XX, 4341, 4612, 4641, 4671, 4691).   

6.  FEEDER MOS'S:  
4531 Mass Communicator
4512 Production Specialist
4541 Combat Photographer
4571 Combat Videographer

4591 Combat Camera Chief
*4606 “Combat Artist” is NOT a qualifying MOS for 4503.
Selections from other MOSs/OccFlds are not qualified to become a 4503 Warrant Officer. There is no technical training available to qualify selectees from other MOSs.  The above-listed feeder MOSs receive their technical training while they are enlisted personnel.  Only Occupational Field 45XX Communication Strategy and Operations Marines (former Public Affairs (43XX) and Combat Camera occupational field (46XX) MOSs) can be selected for MOS 4503. An advanced technical degree is not sufficient for consideration for selection to this MOS.  Operational Public Affairs or Combat Camera experience is absolutely required to ensure properly qualified Marines.

7. MISCELLANEOUS:  MOS Manager desires to brief the board prior to selection of MOS 4503 Warrant Officers.

