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PARTICIPATION IN CRIMINAL GANGS AND EXTREMIST ORGANIZATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

I, ____________________________by my signature below, acknowledge that I have 
been informed and understand the Marine Corps policy regarding participation in 
any criminal gang, extremist group, organization or activity.   
 
Purpose:  The purpose of this document is to ensure that every Marine completely 
understands the Marine Corps policy regarding participation in criminal gangs 
and extremist groups, organizations, and activities. 
 
General Information:  Any participation either in person or via electronic 
communications with criminal gangs or extremist groups, activities, or 
organizations is inconsistent with Marine Corps core values and equal 
opportunity regarding race, color, religion, sexual orientation, gender, gender 
identity, disability, or national origin.   
 
Policy:  It is U.S. Marine Corps policy to provide equal opportunity to all 
members of the Marine Corps regardless of race, color, religion, sexual 
orientation, gender, gender identity, disability, or national origin.  This is 
vital in order for unit commanders to maintain the high moral standards of the 
Marine Corps, maintain good order and discipline, instill unit cohesion and high 
morale, and is essential in order to accomplish its mission. Marines are 
prohibited from actively participating in extremist activities. Further Marines 
are prohibited from actively participating in or advocating criminal gang 
doctrine, ideology, or causes.  
 

(1) Extremist Activities. The term “extremist activities/ criminal gangs” 
means: 
  

(a) Advocating or engaging in unlawful force, unlawful violence, or other 
illegal means to deprive individuals of their rights under the United States 
Constitution or the laws of the United States, including those of any State, 
Commonwealth, Territory, or the District of Columbia, or any political 
subdivision thereof. 
 

(b) Advocating or engaging in unlawful force or violence to achieve goals 
that are political, religious, discriminatory, or ideological in nature.   
 

(c) Advocating, engaging in, or supporting terrorism, within the United 
States or abroad.  
 

(d) Advocating, engaging in, or supporting the overthrow of the government 
of the United States, or any political subdivision thereof, including that of 
any State, Commonwealth, Territory, or the District of Columbia, by force or 
violence; or seeking to alter the form of these governments by unconstitutional 
or other unlawful means (e.g., sedition).  
 

(e) Advocating or encouraging military, civilian, or contractor personnel 
within the DoD or United States Coast Guard to violate the laws of the United 
States, or any political subdivision thereof, including that of any State, 
Commonwealth, Territory, or the District of Columbia, or to disobey lawful 
orders or regulations, for the purpose of disrupting military activities (e,g., 
subversion), or personally undertaking the same.  
 

(f) Advocating widespread unlawful discrimination based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex (including pregnancy), gender identity, or sexual 
orientation.  
 

(2) Active Participation. For purposes of this section, the term “active  
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participation” means the following, except where such activity is within the 
scope of an official duty (e.g., intelligence or law enforcement operations): 

  
(a) Advocating or engaging in the use or threat of unlawful force or violence  

in support of extremist activities. 
  

(b) Advocating for, or providing material support or resources to,  
individuals or organizations that promote or threaten the unlawful use of force 
or violence in support of extremist activities, with the intent to support such 
promotion or threats. 

 
  

(c) Knowingly communicating information that compromises the operational  
security of any military organization or mission, in support of extremist 
activities.  

 
(d) Recruiting or training others to engage in extremist activities. 
  
(e) Fundraising for, or making personal contributions through donations of 

any kind (including but not limited to the solicitation, collection, or payment 
of fees or dues) to, a group or organization that engages in extremist 
activities, with the intent to support those activities.  

 
(f) Creating, organizing, or taking a leadership role in a group or 

organization that engages in or advocates for extremist activities, with 
knowledge of those activities.  

 
(g) Actively demonstrating or rallying in support of extremist activities 

(but not merely observing such demonstrations or rallies as a spectator).  
 
(h) Attending a meeting or activity with the knowledge that the meeting or 

activity involves extremist activities, with the intent to support those 
activities: 
 
    1. When the nature of the meeting or activity constitutes a breach 
of law and order;  
 

2. When a reasonable person would determine the meeting or activity 
is likely to result in violence; or  

 
3. In violation of off-limits sanctions or other lawful orders.  

 
(i) Distributing literature or other promotional materials, on or off a 

military installation, the primary purpose and content of which is to advocate 
for extremist activities, with the intent to promote that advocacy.  
 

(j) Knowingly receiving material support or resources from a person or 
organization that advocates or actively participates in extremist activities 
with the intent to use the material support or resources in support of extremist 
activities.  
 

(k) When using a government communications system and with the intent to 
support extremist activities, knowingly accessing internet web sites or other 
materials that promote or advocate extremist activities.  
 

(l) Knowingly displaying paraphernalia, words, or symbols in support of 
extremist activities or in support of groups or organizations that support 
extremist activities, such as flags, clothing, tattoos, and bumper stickers, 
whether on or off a military installation.  
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(m) Engaging in electronic and cyber activities regarding extremist 
activities, or groups that support extremist activities – including posting, 
liking, sharing, re-tweeting, or otherwise distributing content – when such 
action is taken with the intent to promote or otherwise endorse extremist 
activities. Military personnel are responsible for the content they publish on 
all personal and public Internet domains, including social media sites, blogs, 
websites, and applications.  
 

(n) Knowingly taking any other action in support of, or engaging in, 
extremist activities, when such conduct is prejudicial to good order and 
discipline or is service-discrediting. 
 
(3)Criminal Gangs 
 

(a) Service members must not actively advocate criminal gang doctrine,  
ideology, or causes. Active participation in such gangs or organizations is 
prohibited. Active participation, as applied to criminal gangs, includes, but is 
not limited to, fundraising; demonstrating or rallying; recruiting, training, 
organizing, or leading members; distributing material (including posting on-
line); knowingly wearing gang colors or clothing; having tattoos or body 
markings associated with such gangs or organizations; or otherwise engaging in 
activities in furtherance of the objective of such gangs or organizations that 
are detrimental to good order, discipline, or mission accomplishment or are 
otherwise incompatible with military service. 
 
 
 
Acknowledgement:  I have read and fully understand the Marine Corps policy 
regarding participation in criminal gangs, extremist groups, organizations or 
activities.  
 
 
_________________________________    ________________________   _____________ 
    Signature of Applicant             Signature of Witness      DD MMM YYYY  


	Firstname MI: 
	 Lastname: 



